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conflagration that the world in its early days, in its middle
ages, or in modern times has never witnessed its like. The
millstones of war have ground and crushed many a hu-
man head, nay, even more severe has been the lot of these
victims. Flourishing countries have been made desolate,
cities have been laid level with the ground, and smiling
villages have been turned into ruin. Fathers have lost
their sons, and sons turned fatherless. Mothers have shed
tears of blood in mourning for their youths, little children
have been made orphans, and women left wanderers and
homeless. In a word, humanity, in all its phases, has been
debased. Loud is the cry and wailing of orphans, and bit-
ter the lamentations of mothers which are echoed by the
skies.
The priftie cause for all these happenings is racial, na-
tional, religious, and political prejudice, and the root of
all this prejudice lies in outworn and deepseated tradi-
tions, be they religious, racial, national, or political. So
long as these traditions remain, the foundation of the hu-
man edifice is insecure, and mankind itself is exposed to
continuous peril.
Now in this radiant age, when the essence of all beings
has been made manifest, and the hidden secret of all
created things been revealed, when the morning light of
truth has broken and turned the darkness of the world
into light, is it meet and seemly that such a frightful car-
nage which brings irretrievable ruin upon the world
should be made possible? By God! that cannot be.
Christ summoned all the peoples of the world to rec-
onciliation and peace. He commanded Peter to return
his sword unto its scabbard. Such was His wish and coun-
sel, and yet they that bear His name have unsheathed the
sword! How great the difference between their deeds and
the explicit text of the Gospel!
Sixty years ago BahaVllah, even as the shining sun,
shone in the firmament of Persia, and proclaimed that the
world is wrapt in darkness and this darkness is fraught
with disastrous results, and will lead to fearful strife. In